Miss Ulric Perfoma o Vivid |
Monologue as an Appeal-
ing Demi-Vierge in Mr.
Belasco’s _“Kiki”
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In undertaking his study of the char-
ncter of Kiki, the cocotte, Mr. Belasco |
confesses an understandable bewilder-
ment. She is, he says in the play-
bill at the Belasco, a puzzle, the solu-
tion of which he is pleased to leave to
sn Indulgent publle. Though a *uni-
versal little creature,” to be found al-
most anywhere, from a shop counter
to a gypsy's wagon,. she is yet provoe-
ative of cpeculation. What will be-
come of her *he asks himself as the
curtain falls, with Kiki in the arms of
Vietor Renal, a Parisian impreurin"l
I3 earnestness the keynote of her mood,
or jocularity? Will she grow up, or|
has she grown up already? Where n.[
she now, and why? Was she telling
the truth when, v/ith great embarrass-
ment, she admitted her chastity in the |
final scene, or wes ghe feigning virtue|
as she did catalepay? Since the non-;
plursed Mr, Belasco has had the char-|
agter between his thumb and forefinger
for many studious months, and since
his powers of serutiny are unusual, it
is best, perhaps, ta join him in his
perplexity and to leave Kiki among the
entertaining, if not important, myste-
ries of the womankind of the theater.
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0Of one of Kiki’s attributes, however,
we all may be as:ured. She is cute
She is cute for three solid hours at
the Belasco, performing most of the
beguiling cepers of the more roughish
of the kittens. Coy, gamine, gracelul
end not  ignebly feline, she jumps
through all the cute hoops. It is
no farint tribute that one pays to
Miss Leonore Ulric, therefore, when
one testifies that, bepinning to be ¢ute
at 8:80, she continued last evening to
remain so, with few intermissions,
until 11. This, no doubt, is & record
for endurance in euteness, and Miss
Ulirie is to be felicitated for her
schievement in 8 difficult endeavor.
Her charm and her sultry beauty,
added to her histrionie sagacity, to
Mr. Belasco’s fascinating legerdemain
and to the public appetite for such
things, made the evening a happy tri-
umph for all uf \:!
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Kiki enters the plny (which is adapt-
ed by Mr. Belasco from the French ofi
André Picard) as a vivid little choruy|
girl who has a deiermined adoration |
for her manager (Mr, Sam B. Hardy).
She kas worshiped him from the curb, |
as, in the tall hat and fur ¢oat of his |
calling, he makes his way to and from
his theater. Her persistence, her per-!
sonality and her beauty distract him,
and, being a divorced and lonely man-|
sger, he takes her to his rooms. Their
agsociatizn, however, is without the
customary impropricties, and, go, after
& while, it irks him. Kiki is evieted
in a fine exhibition by Miss Ulric of |
gutter pride and aristoeracy, during
which she removes much of her eloth-
ing.. In order to remain in propinquity
to her hero, ghe counterfeits a cata-
lepsy, and great sport of a farcical
kind is made thereafter as Kiki is car-
ried to and fro about the apartment
in her spurious uncondciousness and
rigidity. It was o little reminiscent
of the oldtime minstrel afterpiecea.

Miss Ulric is very appealing, & while
later, as in pretty pajamas she sits on
the side of Renal's bed and reports to
him her clean philogsophy and the story
of her life. Her love-making is ir-
repistibly frank and child-like and
though lengthy and a little repititious,
it held us last evening, spellbound, as
they sa. Mr. Hardy, as the man in
the matter, was handsome and not
much sffected and it plessed us to see
him at the end understandidg Kiki's
character, even if we and Mr. Belasco
did not.

“Dead City” Wﬁl—()pen
Fourth Week of Opera

Korngold's “The Desd City" will
open the fourth week of the Meétropoli-
tan opera season next Monday night,
with Mme. Jeritza and My, Harrold
and other members of the original east,

‘‘Mefistofele” will be given on
Wednesday evening, with Mnies, Nas-
ton, Peralta, Howard and Messrs, Gighi

and Didur, “Ernani” will be revived
ut the Metropolitan after eiphteen
i;esu on Thuraday evening, with Mmes.

naellﬂ and Egener and Messrs, Mar-

Philadelphia Orchestra Is

‘keep the public informed as to what is
doin,

‘ear ip significant, or true (erimes may |

'Wierd Effort

Heard in Execruciating
Music That Was Hissed
in London and Viemna

A Travesty on Harmony

Composer Speaks in Un-
known Tongue and There
Is None to Interpret

By H. E. Krehbiel

To the patrons of the Philadelphia
Orcheatra Mr. Stokoweky last night
granted the inestimable boon of hear-
ing the “Five Orchestral Pieces” of
Arnold Schiéinberg. Nina years ago
thay were performed for the first time
in London and caused someéthing like
a riot, the audience being divided into
& party which showed its indignation

hissing and an opposition party
w{ich was stirred, probalily more by
the sounds which came from the pro-
testants than those made by the Land,
into a demonstration of applause.

It was, we believe (we are not sure),

when the same pisces were played in
Vienna that an eneregtic hisser, who
sat immediately in front of the late
| Mr, Mahler, was rebuked by the latter,
and turning around, retorted: “lhren
Dreck habe ich auch ausgipiffen!” (“I
hisged your muck also!”). Last week
Mr. Stokowski presented the pieces to
his Philadelphia audience, which gave
| expression to its feelings by an ener-
| getic” chorus of hisses. Last night a
large matherine of decorous. too decor-
ous, New Yorkers received the first of
| the five pieces with laughter and mild-
Iy applauded the rest.

We say that the gathering weas too
decorous because the composition—we
fuppase it is that, no matter what else |
it may be—ought to have been received
with unmistakable slgns of protest,
Why should there have been a protest?
Conductors who put such things on
thair programs do so either because
they believe them to be artistic prod-
uets or because they fecl it a duly to

in the name (we cannaot say the
preyince) of music or to pander to idle
curios;ty and create a sensation.

Progress Made a Shibboleth

In all these cases, except the last,
refuge is sought in the shibbolath
“Progress.”  Music is an art which
must make progress—that is, go on-
ward--if 1t is not to sink into decay,
Gﬂmted Let us be progressive even
if progress leads us into the deep,
ﬁa{]k dank @and noisome abysses of

But let us be sure that the leader
i5 progress and not reversion to savag-
ory. Savagery, not barbarism. THhe
barbarian secks cheer and beauty in
his crude efforts at art; the savage !
seeks to appease hmrar by horrible |
sacrifice, Schénberg is said fo have |
wm%osad his orchestral pieces and |
much “élte from a sincere convietion |
that he was widening the gates of#
music and opening paths to apprecia- |
tion of greater potentialities than his
predecessors found in it.

he is sincere, whether suffering
from a form of dementia crented by
the nerve destroying and sense per-
verting life of to-day, or not, he is to
be .respected and, perhaps, . pitied.
en, we conceive, 'he is in a differcnt
case from Some other men whose so-
called music hae heen heard of late, in
that he is in earnest. He may be an
aggusmatic,; who accepts what he thinks l
| ate msthetic evangels without the power, |
willingness or desire to inquire into
thelr rationality, his hallucination b:‘-|
ing that whatever enters his mental

understnndinf
fin .a tongue,

men to edification and exhortation and
comfort.
‘with tongues,’” yet greater is he that
sponketh opgnly than he that speaketh

I would that ye all speak

iwith tongues'—except he interpret. I
had rather spenk five words with my
than ten thousund words
Wherefore Jet him that
spenketh in an unknown tongue pray
Rah he may interpret, If there be no
interpreter in the assembly let him
keep silent and let him. speak to him-

self and to God. Why, even innanimate

things that give sound, whether pipe

to be understood, how shall It be knpwn
what is spoken? Yo ahall spesk in the

air.”
Ye shall do more. Like Schoenherg
ye shall

and Casella and Herness,
offend the ear and insult the intelli-
gence of your hearers, Selah!

“Boheme® Will Be Presented
Aa Benefit for Hospital

The first performance this senson
of Puccini’s “Boheme” at popular

occasion are Mra,
Mrs. Henry White, Mra,

Ananian, Reschiglian and Audisio wlll
sing, with Mr, Papi conducting. Among
those who have taken boxes for the
Willard Straight, |
w. Averill!
Harriman, Mrs. Frank 8. Witherbes,
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|'be committed in the name of truth),
{and because significant, or true, there-
fore beautiful, or good art.

Profaning. the Temple |
On the other hand, if one (Lord|
Berners, for instance, al we had 'oc-
casion to observe u few days age) feels
disposed to enter the Temple of Apollo,
1t his thumb to hie nose and twiddle
ia ﬁn%ers at the god, let him do so
and welcome. But if while so doing

rofesses to be n priest of Apollo
let Eim be stoned {o death as & pro-
faner of the temple,

What the “Five Pieces" of Schiberg
are like we caunot undertake to de-
scribe in terms of definition or anal-
ysig, The composer hai wriften what |
haa been described as a marvelous and
monumental textbook on harmony, Ita
fundamental principle iz that any nota
(we suppose tone is meant) may he
combined with any other notes,  “Of
courde il can; paper iz patient,” is a
Gearman ‘?roverh. But is the result
harmony? It will not be till chaos be
come again and the musical heavens
rolled up like a seroll and thrown into
the pit. Mr. Schénberg hus also said

to whom the study of musical science
and art is irksome have said it before
and after him) that a composer must
write 88 he feels. So he must; but if
his feeling is a predilection for the
ugly, he has no business with art so
long as art is held by mankind to he
an expression of benuty.

Like all of his fellows Schinberg says
that he wants his music heard as mu-
sic. But he alsg says that it is a defi- |
nite mental scheme translated into
tone &g viewed (or conceived) by him.
And so after his music has thrown
those who want to grect every advance

into bewilderment he gives is pieces
titles, “Presentiments;,” "The Past,”
“The Changing Chord," ' Peri etin”

(i. e, an “ahout face”) and “The bbli-
gato Recitation”; and one of his ex
pounders hustens to explain that what
he has sought to express is “All that
dwells in us subconscionsly like a
dream; which is a great fluctuant pow-

tinelli, Titta Ruffo (first appearance
with the company), Mardones, Bada
and Resch'glian, Mr. Papi cnnductmg
M.u Galli and Mr. ‘Bnni‘m‘lla will dance. |

“Parsifal” i3 scheduled for Friday |
afternoon, beginning at 1 o'clock, with
Mme. Matzenauer and Messrs, Sems
bach, Whitehill. Didar and Gustafson,

Feodor Chaliapine will appear in the |
title rola of “Boris Godunof” for the|
first time in America mnext Frid
evening, with Mmes. Gordon, How- |
ard, Delannois and Messrs, Hsrrold.
Rothier, Bada, Audisio as other mem- |
bers of the cast, and “Tosca” will ba'
sung at the Saturduy -matinee, with
Miss Fnrru and Messrs, Martmellﬂ
and Sco

At naxt Sunday's “Opera Cnntert"
Mmes. Easton and Gordon and Mesars,
Chamlee, Caupolicn and Rozsa will
sing, Mr. Bamboschek will conduct|
the orchestra.

Le Fontenav Recital Pleases
A largely French program, with some
numbers in English and Italian, m;f
f]\'en by Odette Le Fonteuay, sop no.[
her ‘recital %’terday afternoen at
tbe Town Hall before a good-sized and |
highly appreciative audience. Her |
voice was generelly good, expressive in
planissimo passages and usually elear
and powerful in its loud notes; except
for an occarional harshness. The best
performance’ was of the French num- |
bers, especially in sustained snd long- .

" dyswn-out songs, such as Debussy’s |

“Extase,” “Green” and “Chevaux de |

Bdi‘." and the arias from Dupoma
} tar®

b "ﬂ

P

snd D'Indy's “L'Etranger”

ile Rin Eégliuh R:gaskras-ixgliaahoﬂi
ose Euslaves the g tin

wtinetl® pleasin g os8

ar, and is built upon none of the lines
(that are familiar to us; which has a
rhythi, as the flood has its pulsating !
vhythm, ns gll iife in us has its rhythm;
whieh has a tonality, but only ns the

(and ten thousand musical schoolboys | |

guidance of the author himself
is more than we can understand,
picture in spirvit. Who can say?
they were duly appreciated.”

Charles ¢
Dickens’

The New Yorl: Times critic pro-
nounced it “An exceptionally good
production. Has what so many of
its contemporaries lack, namely,
characterization, rich and varied
characterization. Its people sre
alive, They are individuals and
mean eomething, They are not lay
figurea or marionettes, manipu-
lated for the sake of a mechanical
plot. There i3 more to be enjoyed
in the picture than in most of the
puppet shows offered on the screen.

}

“WeGuarantee Saiisfaction’’—Says

“It is Dickens transferred from pages of the book intact to the screen,

@ l
managed to achieve such perfect portraits of the Dickens characters
Perhaps they did have his guidance,

The

The Evening Telegram:"An achieve-
ment seldom ‘geen on the screen,
Any one who likes a good story or
a melodrama should not miss the
c¢hance of seeing it. One would
think, after seeing the screen ver-
sion, that way back in 1860 Dick-

ens had in mind the adaptation of
hia novel to the films, for it fits to
the screen ns well, Jf not better,
than the book.

“The picturization has not deviated
{1 om the original plot; it is a mys-
er

Harrielte .,
Underhill

The New York Tribune

How any actor s, w1thout th

He may have directed the

characterizations are marvellous and the applause attested that

Our [Mutual Friend”

The Eientuy Suww gaid: "It is sue-
prising that no one thought of
“Our Mutual Friend"” for the:
screen before. It contains more
melodramatic action than anything
Dickens ever wrote., The charac-
ters in the picture are portrayals
which no worshippers at the Dick-
ens shrine can afford to miss, Hg
has no right to deny himself the

pleasure of an evening at the
Lyric. The comedy scenes in the
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gea or the storm has its tonality;
which has harmonies, thouzh We can-
not grasp or analyze them nor can we
trace its theme. , ALl its |
technical craft is submerged. made one |

8y | and indivisible with the content of the ]"‘9"'- Slx “5’1“

work. We can no longer differentiate
batween technigque snd iden, becansa'
the composer attain: to an unresting
intexmingling of both. There iz no
working out; any attempt to separate
what is inseparable would be to mis-
tunderstand this mugie.”
“Incoherent and Distressing”

Well, as one of Shakespeare's fools
puts it, we hone “here be truths.” We
do not know what they ave. Wa have
a stropg conviction that had My,
Stokowski put the pieces in a hag-
shaken them Loi:er.har drawn them out
ab random, and played them no one
in’ last night's audience would have
been & bit the wiser, or known whather
the prosentiments had executed a volte
face or the chord been played as an
obbligato to the subconseious reeits-
tivo, And the music would have been
no lesy incoherent and distressing to|
cer and mind thnn it was. -

He having w.m titles to his pieces,|
however, we think, we have found an
explanation of the phenomenan which
his musie, and some more that we have |
recently heavd, exemplifies, We are
{ haying in music a reversion to that pe-
riod in, veligions, old as the hills and
yet préent with us of to-day, called
glosslntin, that utterance of unmeaning
u-lbhar@..ﬂwhich ‘exercised .the minds

Fesr,

and bunions.
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ihe iss
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A NEW THEATRE GUILD PRODUCTION ™

Tuo Plays from the French
WIFE " SMILE s

“Altogether a remarkable, novel and diverting play'"
Lorence Reamer,
“The Guild In one of It lariiest gestures'—Percy Hammond, T?:{,ﬁ:
“Played 1o the hilt by Arnold Daly’ Algrander Waa“cun Timea
“Blancha Yurka was remarkably vivid, no French sctress could have
dnna better'” —dAlan Duir American
“Boubouroche fs a gem of characterlstically French humor.,'

Louis de Foe, World
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